











A Place of Promise 
 
“A promise is a commitment, a pledge. 
For us, it’s an indication of our pursuit of excellence. 
It’s a proclamation that great things are about to happen. 
USD is a place of promise.” 
 
Mary E. Lyons, Ph.D. 
President 
 
The Office of Sponsored Programs  
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“The Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) promotes externally funded research, training, and 
demonstration projects.  It is a central source of information on government agencies, 
foundations, and corporations that support research and scholarships.  Our staff provides 
assistance to faculty members, administrators, and students from conceptual development and 
planning through implementation and management of funded projects.  Assistance is provided 
identifying potential extramural funding sources; developing proposal narratives and budgets; 
completing standardized application forms; assuring compliance with all applicable federal, 
state, and University regulations; negotiating grant awards and contracts; and administering 





“The University of San Diego is a Roman Catholic institution committed to advancing academic 
excellence, expanding liberal and professional knowledge, creating a diverse and inclusive 
community, and preparing leaders dedicated to ethical conduct and compassionate service.” 
Each year many of our faculty members seek and receive grants to conduct research or to 
provide public services. By obtaining external funding, the USD faculty is supporting the 
University’s mission of creating opportunities in which they can continue “advancing academic 
excellence,” and expanding liberal as well as professional knowledge.  
 In the pages to follow, we are pleased to share the annual report of USD’s sponsored 







Current Federal Climate  
Researchers across the nation report they are working harder for federal funding and having less 
success. It’s not their imagination. Success rates for proposals to federal agencies supporting research 
have declined in the last several 
years. While the dollars available 
have not changed, the number of 
proposals submitted to the 
National Science Foundation and 
the National Institutes of Health 
has increased by 25% in the past 
five years. Researchers are not 
wrong in their impressions that it is 
increasingly difficult to be funded.  
 
The chart above provided by the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science  (AAAS) 
illustrates how federal funding for 
Research and Development has 
changed little since 2004. Total 
federal research obligations 
declined by an estimated 7.2% 
between FY 2004 and FY 2007, 
with the largest decrease 
attributable to the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS). HHS is the leading federal agency in terms of research support, 
accounting for an estimated 52% of the total federal research budget in FY 2007. Proposals submitted 
to NIH for the first time have a 12% chance of being funded and only 21% of new proposals to NSF are 
likely to be funded 
Figure 1 
 
In the coming federal fiscal year, the administration proposed a total budget of $138 billion for federally 
supported research and development (R&D), an increase of 1.0% in current dollars over the preliminary 
FY 2007 figure of $137 billion.  In constant FY 2000 dollars, federally supported R&D will actually 
decrease 1.4% in FY 2008. 
 
Award Overview 
During the period between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008, the University of San Diego received $ 
4,770,482 in new and continuing awards.  During the fiscal year USD faculty and administrators 
submitted 105 proposals and 50 new awards were made. The dollars available for the year declined by 
approximately $500,000 compared to the previous year while at the same time the number of awards 
increased by 26%. An analysis of the award data reveals much of the decline resulted from the closure 





Number of Proposals Submitted 
This year 105 proposals were 
submitted through the OSP – an 
increase of 28% over the previous 
year. The dollars requested, however 
decreased by approximately three 
million dollars. During the previous 
fiscal year USD faculty and 
administration submitted three 
requests for a total value of 4.4 million 
dollars in federal funds for two Trio 
projects and one for the Energy Policy 
Initiative Center (EPIC). One of the 
three projects was funded. This year 
there were no proposals submitted of a 
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Dollars by Sponsor Type Fiscal Years 2004-2008
2003-2004 $1,664,330 $1,114,882 $2,055,899 $8,000
2004-2005 $2,409,831 $1,463,001 $2,446,168 $14,000
2005-2006 $2,730,357 $1,289,825 $1,903,661 $9,000
2006-2007 $3,283,461 $1,208,109 $775,192 $9,000
2007-2008 $2,194,615 $1,486,062 $1,084,165 $6,000
Federal State/County Private International
 
 Figure 7 
 
Federal 
Although the number of federal awards increased this year from 37 to 41 (11% increase) the total value 
of new and continuing federal dollars awarded to USD during the fiscal year decreased by $1.1 million. 
As noted earlier in this report, a 1 million dollar project resulting from a congressional earmark, closed 
in June, 2007. In addition, two NSF awards were transferred to another institution when the Principal 
Investigator relocated and another NIH award was closed earlier than expected. The majority of the 
federal funds came from the U.S. Department of Education which provided $987,280 for this year in six 
new and continuing awards. Other significant federal funders were HHS ($557,488) in fourteen new 
and continuing awards and the National Science Foundation ($407,388) for eight projects.   
 
Private 
Among the private funders, The California Endowment made two awards to USD for a total of 
$398,000. California Wellness has continued an award of $150,000 to support a project in the Center 
for Public Interest Law.  The San Diego Foundation provided $141,268 for three projects.  
 
Number and Amount of Active Awards by Sponsor Type FY 04-08 
Federal* State/County/ City Private International Totals 
 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
FY 03/04 24 45% 11 21% 17 32% 1 2% 53 100% 
FY 04/05 22 39% 14 25% 19 34% 1 2% 56 100% 
FY 05/06 25 37% 11 16% 30 45% 1 2% 67 100% 
FY 06/07 40 42% 34 36% 20 21% 1 1% 95 100% 
FY 07/08 41 39% 22 21% 41 39% 1 1% 105 100% 



































Fiscal Year 2007-2008 




Funding by Administrative Departments 
 
New and Continuing Awards 2007-2008 by Division 







Number of New 
and Continuing 
Awards 
Dollars Available in 
2007-2008 from New and 
Continuing Projects 
Administration 1 $250,000 6 $738,376
Arts & Sciences 14 $408,508 36 $585,988
Business/Engineering 5 $198,079 7 $316,639
Peace Studies 1 $5,000 3 $5,000
Law 13 $799,077 23 $1,787,880
Nursing 6 $446,733 11 $533,577
SOLES & COMPASS 10 $675,634 19 $803,382
TOTALS 50 $2,783,031 105 $4,770,842
Table 2 
 
During the year USD received 50 new awards.  Funding continued for an additional 55 grants bringing 
the total number of new and continuing grants to 105.  Although funding was reported during previous 











New and Continuing Awards by Division
Fiscal Year 2007-2008
FY 07-08 Award Dollars $250,000 $408,508 $198,079 $5,000 $799,077 $446,733 $675,634
Projected Funding FY 2009 and beyond $1,878,464 $2,185,965 $1,054,396 $0 $765,848 $241,832 $947,539












Percent of Federal* Award Dollars by Funder 
Fiscal Year 2007-2008
De pt of Comme rce
0 .4 %
U.S.  De pt of 
Agric ulture
0 .2 %
Corp for Na tiona l & 
Community Se rvice
2 .0 %
Dept of Ene rgy 
(DOE)
2 .1%De pt of De fe nse  
(DOD)
3 .4 %
De pt of Tre asury 
(IRS)
3 .8 %
Na tiona l Sc ie nc e  
Foundation (NSF)
18 .4 %
He a lth & Huma n 
Se rvic e s (HHS)
2 5 .2 %
U.S.  Dept of 
Educ a tion
4 4 .6 %
























New and Continuing Federal* Awards 2007-2008 
(Number of Awards includes No-Cost Extensions) 
 
Funder Number of New & Continuing Awards 
Award Dollars 
in 2007-2008 
U.S. Department of Education 6 $987,280 
Health & Human Services 14 $557,488 
National Science Foundation 8 $407,388 
U.S. Department of Treasury (IRS) 2 $85,000 
U.S. Department of Defense 6 $75,544 
U.S. Department of Energy 1 $46,000 
Corp for National & Community Service 1 $44,000 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 1 $4,644 
U.S. Department of Commerce 2 $7,815 
Totals 41 $2,215,159 
*Includes Federal Flow Through 
Table 3 
 
New and Continuing Private Awards 2007-2008 
(Number of Awards Includes No-Cost Extensions) 
 
Funder Number of New & Continuing Awards 
Award Dollars 
in 2007-2008 
The California Endowment 2 $276,091 
California Wellness Foundation 1 $150,000 
The San Diego Foundation 4 $141,268 
State Bar of California 3 $100,615 
Caster Family Trust 1 $96,300 
ACS Petroleum Research Fund 3 $44,514 
Walden Family Services 1 $36,500 
San Diego Grantmakers 1 $35,000 
American Council of Learned Societies 1 $33,000 
Nativity Prep Academy 1 $30,766 
Shinnyo-en Foundation 2 $24,000 
Scripps Research Institute 1 $24,000 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 1 $20,469 
San Diego County Bar Foundation 1 $20,000 
Research Corporation 6 $16,842 
American Bar Association 1 $12,500 
American Humanics, Inc. 1 $7,500 
Dreyfus Foundation 1 $6,000 
Open Society Justice Initiative 1 $5,000 
Project AWARE 1 $2,300 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 1 $1,000 
American Nurses Association 1 $500 
(No-Cost Extensions) 5 0 







New and Continuing State/City/County Awards 2007-2008 
(Number of Awards Includes No-Cost Extensions) 
 
Funder Number of New & Continuing Awards 
Award Dollars 
in 2007-2008 
County of San Diego 3 $535,916
City of San Diego 3 $517,314
State of California 4 $185,000
1st 5 Commission of San Diego 1 $74,969
University of California 4 $60,344
San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) 2 $36,500
San Diego Association of Governments (SANDG) 1 $25,000
City of Encinitas 1 $23,645
San Diego State University (SDSU) 1 $3,943




International Award 2007-2008 
 
Funder Number of New & Continuing Awards 
Award Dollars 
in 2007-2008 




The chart below indicates an increasing number of awards in the categories of up to $249,999 and a 











FY 03/04 FY 04/05 FY 05-06 FY 06-07 FY 07-08
Distribution of Awards by Fiscal Year
(Does Not Include No-Cost Extensions)
$ 0 - $ 9 9 9
$ 1,0 0 0 - $ 4 ,9 9 9
$ 5 ,0 0 0 - $ 9 ,9 9 9
$ 10 ,0 0 0 - $ 2 4 ,0 0 0
$ 2 5 ,0 0 0 - $ 4 9 ,9 9 9
$ 5 0 ,0 0 0 - $ 9 9 ,9 9 9
$ 10 0 ,0 0 0 - $ 2 4 9 ,9 9 9
$ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 - $ 4 9 9 ,9 9 9
$ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 - $ 9 9 9 ,9 9 9
























“I do not think there is any thrill that can go through the human heart like that felt by the inventor as he sees some 
creation of the brain unfolding to success…”                                                    Nikola Tesla 
 
Dollars Awarded by Principal Investigators 
"The University of San Diego emphasizes the importance of using research to contribute to knowledge 
through the humanities, art and sciences, and to make a difference in society." 
Mary E. Lyons, Ph.D., President 
 
FY 07-08 Dollars Awarded by Project Director 
(First Twenty) 
Principal Investigator Project Title $ in  FY 07-08 
Funder and  
Multi-Year Award total 
Upward Bound $250,000 U.S. Dept of Education 
McNair Program $220,000 U.S. Dept of Education 
Student Support Services $219,732 U.S. Dept of Education 
Summer Food Service $4,644 CA Dept of Education 
1. Cynthia Villis 
Administration, Institute of 
College Initiatives 
FY 07-08 total=$694,376 (Multi-Yr total=$2,993,350) 
Patient Advocacy Program $532,795 San Diego County 2. Adele Lynch 
School of Law FY 07-08 total=$532,795 (Multi-Yr total=$2,572,976) 
Scott Anders 
School of Law 
Energy Policy Initiatives Center 
(EPIC) $300,000 
District Attorney of SD 
County Cy Press 
 Clean Tech Benchmarks $25,000 UCSD/SD Regional EDC 
With: Inventory Greenhouse Gases $25,000 SANDAG 
David De Haan 
Arts & Sciences, Chemistry Greenhouse Gas Study $39,878 San Diego Foundation 
3. 






FY 07-08 Dollars Awarded by Project Director (First Twenty) 
(Continued) 
Principal Investigator Project Title $ in  FY 07-08 
Funder and  
Multi-Year Award total 
Special Education-Personnel 
Preparation to Improve Services 
and Results for Children with 
Disabilities (2 projects) $186,300 U.S. Dept of Education 
John Tracy Clinic: Preparing 
Technologically Competent, 
Diverse Teachers of Young 
DHH: Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Children $111,248 U.S. Dept of Education 
4. Paula Cordeiro, 
Judy Mantle &  
Barbara Hecht 
SOLES 
FY 07-08 total= $297,548 (Multi-Yr total=$1,625,979) 
Foster Care Benefits Extension $150,000 CA Wellness Foundation 
CDT: Dependency Counsel 
Program-Year 2 $100,000 
Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services 
Homeless Youth Outreach 
Project $20,000 
San Diego County Bar 
Foundation 
5. Robert Fellmeth &  
Elisa Weichel 
School of Law, Children’s 
Advocacy Institute 
FY 07-08 total=$270,000 (Multi-Yr total=$570,000) 
$3,004 County Sheriff 
$3,004 City of Coronado 
$3,943 SDSU 
$217,314 City of San Diego Administrative Hearing Programs 
(5 projects) $23,645 City of Encinitas 
6. Agustin Lopez II 
School of Law 
FY 07-08 total=$250,910 (Multi-Yr total=$271,938) 
Transition Support $74,969 1st Five Commission of SD 
COMPASS Services at Walden $36,500 Walden Family Services 
Family Guidance Program $129,909 CA Endowment 
7. Moisés Baron & 
Sharna Langlais 
Administration, Wellness & 
SOLES, COMPASS 
FY 07-08 total=$241,378 (Multi-Yr total=$363,287) 
Public Confidence in Nonprofit 
Sector $54,390 SD Foundation 
SD Giving Study $36,500 SD Grantmakers 
Nativity Prep Math & Science 
Evaluation $30,766 Nativity Prep 
Cristo Rey Feasibility Study $96,300 Caster Family Trust 
8. Robert Donmoyer & 
Pat Libby 
SOLES, Non Profit Mgmt 
Center 
FY 07-08 total=$216,456 (Multi-Yr total=$216,456) 
Nurse Faculty Loan Program $206,760 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 
9. Patricia Roth 
School of Nursing 
FY 07-08 total=$206,760 (Multi-Yr total=$206,760) 
State Bar of CA IOLTA Grant $49,287 State Bar of CA 
State Bar Equal Access $51,328 State Bar of CA 
USD Low Income Tax Payer 
Clinic (LITC) $85,000 
Department of Treasury 
(IRS) 
10. Margaret Dalton 
School of Law, Legal Clinics 
FY 07-08 total=$185,615 (Multi-Yr total=$185,615) 
CA Nursing Faculty Grant $62,500 State of CA 
Song-Brown Capitation Program $120,000 State of CA 
11. Anita Hunter 
School of Nursing 
FY 07-08 total=$182,500 (Multi-Yr total=$365,000) 
Strengthening the Community’s 
Voice on CA Health Care 
Licensing Boards $146,182 CA Endowment 
12. Julie Fellmeth 
School of Law, Center for 
Public Interest Law 





FY 07-08 Dollars Awarded by Project Director (First Twenty) 
(Continued) 
Principal Investigator Project Title $ in  FY 07-08 
Funder and  
Multi-Year Award total 
“Green” Polymetric Materials 
from Renewable Agriculture 
Feedstocks $47,000 SD Foundation 
Macromolecular Materials Based 
on the Diverse Chemistry of 
Aryloboronic Acids and 
Arylboroxines $95,000 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) 
13. Peter Iovine 
Arts & Sciences, Chemistry 
FY 07-08 total=$142,000 (Multi-Yr total=$332,000) 
A Mentoring Scholarship Model 
for Engineers of 2020 $118,560 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) 
14. Ming Huang, Kathleen 
Kramer & David Malicky 
School of Business, 
Engineering 
FY 07-08 total=$118,560 (Multi-Yr total=$500,000) 
Advanced Education Nursing 
Traineeship $73,560 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 
Scholarships for Nursing 
Students, Graduate $21,382 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 
Scholarships for Nursing 
Students, Baccalaureate $4,582 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 
15. Sally Hardin 
School of Nursing 
FY 07-08 total=$99,524 (Multi-Yr total=$99,524) 
Patient Treatment Systems $10,000 UCSD Healthcare 
Redevelopment of the 
Manufacturing Systems 
Course/Laboratory Content and 
Development of Learning 
Material Based on Student 
Motivational Value Styles (MVS) $58,087 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) 
16. Claribel Bonilla 
School of Business, 
Engineering 
FY 07-08 total=$68,087 (Multi-Yr total=$84,825) 
Collaborative Research: Effect of 
Climate and Pedagogy on 
Persistence $67,177 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF) 
17. Susan Lord 
School of Business, 
Engineering 
& Michele Camacho 
Arts & Sciences, Sociology 
FY 07-08 total=$67,177 (Multi-Yr total=$210,686) 





Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 
18. Leigh Plesniak 
Arts & Sciences, Chemistry 
FY 07-08 total=$61,750 (Multi-Yr total=$186,318) 
Implicit to Explicit Speech 
Recognition $55,000 DARPA (Sub-contract) 
19. Brad Chase 
School of Business, 
Engineering 
FY 07-08 total=$55,000 (Multi-Yr total=$55,000) 
Collaborative Research: 
Understanding Sheaths and Pre-
sheaths in Plasmas $46,000 Dept of Energy 
20. Greg Severn 
Arts & Sciences, Physics 













New and Continuing Arts And Sciences Awards By 
Administrative Units
(Includes No-Cost Extentions)
FY 07/08 Dollars $59,544 $421,885 $9,995 $33,000 $9,564 $6,000 $46,000 $0
Projected Funding FY 2009 and beyond $0 $1,933,551 $0 $0 $204,414 $3,000 $45,000 $0
Biology Chemistry Ethnic Studies History MARS Math Physics Psychology
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New and Continuing Law Awards
 by Administrative Units
 (Includes No-Cost Extentions)
FY 0 7 /0 8  Dolla rs $ 2 6 3 ,4 10 $ 5 3 2 ,7 9 5 $ 18 5 ,6 15 $ 8 0 6 ,0 6 0
Proje c te d Funding FY  2 0 0 9  a nd
be yond
$ 2 8 6 ,3 0 1 $ 0 $ 3 4 ,8 3 1 $ 4 4 4 ,7 16
La w Pa tie nt 
Advoc a c y













Number of New and Continuing Law Awards













New and Continuing SOLES Awards
by Administrative Units 
(Includes No-Cost Extensions)
FY 0 7 /0 8  Dolla rs $ 2 4 1,3 7 8 $ 15 ,5 0 0 $ 8 ,5 0 0 $ 0 $ 2 9 7 ,5 4 8 $ 2 16 ,4 5 6 $ 2 4 ,0 0 0
Proje c te d Funding FY  2 0 0 9  a nd be yond $ 13 1,9 0 9 $ 3 8 ,5 0 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 7 7 7 ,13 0 $ 0 $ 0
COMPASS SOLES Ame ric a n 
Huma nic s
CCLDI JTC Non- Profit 
Re se a rc h
CDC
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"The free, unhampered exchange of ideas and scientific conclusions is necessary for the sound 





Projected Funding: Fiscal Years 2008/09-2013/14 
 
When awards are made all confirmed budget periods are recorded including the current year and any 
future years that are basically guaranteed. This allows the University to forecast dollars that will be 
available for the next several years. The chart below illustrates the expected funds through 2014.  In 
the Annual Report for the previous fiscal year, we projected 1.1 million for the following year. This year 







































Figure 19  
 
 
Notable Grants: OSP Posters 
 
Each month the Office of Sponsored Programs creates a poster to recognize new grant-funded 
projects. We display the posters outside our office for the month and then send it to the Principal 
Investigator / Project Director at the end of the period. Because space is limited in this report we have 
included only four of the posters. We understand that 46 very important new projects are not 
represented in the sample of posters. The Office of Sponsored Programs apologizes in advance if we 





Dr. Ronald Kaufmann  
and other participants on 
receiving a National 
Science Foundation 3-
year Research Grant for 
$2 million, which will help 
in the enrichment, 
production, and 
exportation involving Free 
Drifting Icebergs in the 
Southern Ocean 
Antarctic.  
The grant will allow 
the researchers to 
study the effects of 
free-drifting  
icebergs on 
enrichment of surface 
waters and the 
production and 
export  
of organic material in 
the Southern Ocean 















For more information visit 
home.sandiego.edu/~kaufmann/ 
“The University of San Diego School of Law has a long and rich tradition of working with 
residents in the San Diego communities. Beginning in 1971 as a volunteer project, our 
law students provide free legal services to San Diego residents in need.” 
- USD Law School 
“The Energy Policy Initiatives Center (EPIC) is a non-profit academic and research center of  the 
University of  San Diego School of  Law that studies energy policy issues affecting the San Diego 
region and California.” 
- www.sandiego.edu/epic 
The  Office  of  Sponsored  Programs  would  like  to 
congratulate EPIC in receiving a four year, 1.2 Million 
Dollar Award from San Diego County. 
 Scott A. Anders 
 Mr.  Anders  joined  USD
  School of  Law in October
  2005  as  EPIC’s  inaugural
  director  where  he  executes
  EPIC’s  work  plan  and
 research agenda while managing the day- to
-day activities of  the Center. Prior to joining
 the Energy Policy Initiatives Center (EPIC),
 Mr.  Anders  was  director  for  policy  and
 planning at the San Diego Regional Energy
 Office (SDREO). 
Smart Grid Project 
One of  EPIC’s first big projects was to conduct 
a  feasibility  study  on  Smart  Grid  technologies, 
which  would  add  digital  communications  and 
control  technology  to  the  existing  electricity 
grid.  !Smart  Grid  could  be  a  way to  integrate 
more renewable energy resources and to provide 
more opportunities for homes and businesses to 
produce  clean  energy. !  The  EPIC Smart  Grid 
study  was  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the 
nation.  
About EPIC 
EPIC was established at the USD School of  Law in February 2005 with a grant from the 
San Diego District Attorney’s Office comprising cypress settlement from a lawsuit against 
Duke Energy. 
EPIC’s Overall mission is to educate the public and public officials concerning energy 
issues and policies and to provide law school courses in the subject matter. 
In Fall 2007, EPIC offered a course on Energy Law and Policy, the first of  its kind at the 
law school.  EPIC hopes  to  expand  course  offerings  to  include  a  course  focused  on 
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